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Relevant Policies  
 
Provincial   
  
Programming of any kind in school districts across the province of British Columbia is guided by a variety of 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/administration/legislation-policy/manual-of-school-law/school-act-related-regulations-and-orders-in-council
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/administration/legislation-policy/manual-of-school-law/school-act-related-regulations-and-orders-in-council
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/legislation-policy/legislation/schoollaw/revisedstatutescontents.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/legislation-policy/legislation/schoollaw/revisedstatutescontents.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/administration/legislation-policy/manual-of-school-law/school-act-related-regulations-and-orders-in-council
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/administration/legislation-policy/manual-of-school-law/school-act-related-regulations-and-orders-in-council
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(7) Social Studies.  
 
District 
 
In addition to the goals and objectives outlined in the District’s Strategic Plan, SD 41’s Policy No. 6.35.00 
“Program and School Consolidation” (https://burnabyschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/63500.pdf) 
and accompanying Administrative Procedure outline the district’s beliefs and expectations regarding the 
maintenance, growth and resource allocation for all instructional programs, including Programs of Choice: 
 
“The planning and organization of instructional programs involves the ongoing process of allocating and re-
allocating resources. Changes in the size, nature, and location of student populations require adjustments in 
programs and, sometimes, in their relocation. 
  
In allocating and re-allocating resources for programs or for the relocation of programs, the board shall base its 
decision on the most cost effective utilization of resources for the maintenance of viable education programs in 
schools.  
 
Objectives  
 

1. To ensure that all existing programs in the District maintain their viability 
2. To ensure that the relocation of programs is done on a fair and rational basis taking into account costs, 

the interests of all parties affected, and the educational viability and value of programs.  
3. To ensure that funds are allocated or re-allocated on a fair and rational basis for all parties affected, 

taking into account the educational value of all programs offered in the District.”  
 

The accompanying administrative regulations and procedures include the following information:  
 

1. The Superintendent, or designate, shall maintain a data base from which cost-effectiveness studies on 
educational programs shall be conducted.  

2. In determining the viability of programs in effect in the District, the Superintendent, or designate, shall 
supervise and evaluate them in terms of the following factors:  
 

1. Instructional Program: Is it broad enough to meet the provisions of the core curriculum, the 
curriculum, the extracurriculum, and enrichment options?  

2. Staff Utilization: Are there enough staff to provide a sound program? To ensure professional 
development of other staff?  

3. School Organization: Are grades, classes, and instructional groups organized in a manner 
appropriate to student needs? Does the organization minimize inappropriate or awkward multi- 
grade groupings?  

4. Student Support Services: Is there adequate support for students with special needs? Is there 
adequate support for students who encounter difficulty?  

5. School Support Services: Are there appropriate time allotments for secretarial, custodial, and 
instructional support staff?  

 
.  

 
 

  

https://burnabyschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/63500.pdf
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Burnaby School District  Programs of Choice  (District and School -Based ) 
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Programs of Choice in Burnaby and Neighbouring School Districts  
 
 

District  Burnaby  
(SD 41) 

Surrey  
(SD 36) 

Delta  
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SECONDARY PROGRAMS OF CHOICE 
(Digi -Pen Game Development Academy, Microsoft Office 
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Staff Survey Comments:  
 

�¾ “Too many students (and teachers) are unaware of the options available.”  
 

�¾ “At the start of each school year - as a Grade 7 teacher - 
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FRENCH IMMERSION 
(Elementary and Secondary, Early and Late French Immersion)  

 
 
Survey Results:  
 
 
Parents of E lementary French Immersion Students  (185 
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all school districts could offer more Early French Immersion classes, it is not currently possible in Burnaby, 
or most other school districts for that matter.  This is due primarily to a shortage of French Immersion 
teachers in BC as well as a lack of the 
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The reasons given by parents and students for this high rate of attrition are varied and include:  
 

�ƒ The secondary French Immersion site that the student was expected to attend was too 
far away and transportation was an issue 

�ƒ Students in French Immersion at the secondary level did not have access to some of 
the same courses that English students did 

�ƒ The courses offered at another secondary school were more appealing to the student  
�ƒ A concern that to continue in French at Secondary would have a negative impact on the 

student’s  
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parents about how they would have liked to be able to participate in an Honours Math class in French, or how if 



https://bc-yk.cpf.ca/en/category/for-parents/
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MANDARIN LANGUAGE ARTS  
 

 
Survey Results  
 
 
Parents of Elementary Mandarin Language Arts Students  (41 survey responses received): 
 

�™ 62.5 % of parents of students in the elementary Mandarin Language Arts Program agree or strongly 
agree that “The program’s expectations for oral and written language learning at each grade level are 
appropriate and attainable.”  

 
�™ 75% of parents of students in the elementary Mandarin Language Arts Program agree or strongly agree 

that “My child’s academic needs are being met in this program.”  
 

�™ 80% of parents of students in the elementary Mandarin Language Arts Program agree or strongly agree 
that “My child enjoys learning and speaking Mandarin and is proud of their learning.”  

 
�™ 97% of parents of students in the elementary Mandarin Language Arts Program agree or strongly agree 

that “It is my intention that my child will continue to take Mandarin language at the secondary level.”  
 

�™ 95% of parents of students in the elementary Mandarin Language Arts Program say that they would 
recommend this program to other families.  

 
Parents of Secondary Mandarin Language Students* : (4 survey responses received) 
 

�™ 2 of the 4 secondary parents who responded to the survey agree or strongly agree that “The expectation 
for oral and written language learning at the secondary level is appropriate and attainable.”  

 
�™ 1 of the 4 secondary parents who responded to the survey agree that “I am satisfied with the cultural 

component of the curriculum that is taught in the Mandarin language class.”  
 

�™ 1 of the 4 secondary parents who responded to the survey agree that “This program meets my child's 
academic needs.”  

 
�™ 3 of the 4 secondary parents who responded to the survey agree or strongly agree that “My child is 

engaged in their learning in this program.”  
 

�™ 2 of the 4 secondary parents who responded to the survey would recommend this program to other 
families.  

 
Grade 6/7 Mandarin Language S tudents *: (4 survey responses received) 
  

�™ 3 of the 4 Gr. 6/7 Mandarin students who responded to the survey agree that “This program challenges 
me and improves my skills and knowledge.”  

 
�™ 1 of the 4 Gr. 6/7 Mandarin students who responded to the survey agree that “I am engaged in my 

learning in this program.”  
 

�™ 2 of the 4 Gr. 6/7 Mandarin students who responded to the survey agree that “This program meets my 
academic needs.”  

 
�™ 
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�™ 90% of parents would recommend this program to other families.  

 
AP Capstone Students: (24 surveys received) 
 

�™ 58% of students chose to enroll in the program because they felt it would be helpful to their post-
secondary plans 
 

�™ 92% of students agree or strongly agree that “This program challenges me and improves my skills and 
knowledge.” 

 
�™ 88% of students agree or strongly agree that “I am engaged in my learning in this program.” 

 
�™ 79% of students agree or strongly agree that “This program meets my academic needs.” 

 
�™ 88% of students would recommend this program to other students. 

 
 









http://blogs.sd41.bc.ca/advancedlearning/macc-application/
http://blogs.sd41.bc.ca/advancedlearning/macc-application/
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Year Grade 
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�¾ “The 
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Grades 2 -5 (60 spaces for Gr 2/3, 60 spaces Gr 4/5) 

Grade Year Applicants  Accepted  
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Parent Survey Comments: 
 

�¾ “Do not fully understand the selection process and how children are being selected.”  
 

�¾ I 



https://you.ubc.ca/applying-ubc/requirements/canadian-high-schools/
https://you.ubc.ca/applying-ubc/requirements/canadian-high-schools/
https://you.ubc.ca/applying-ubc/requirements/international-high-schools/
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Below is a table that outlines the number of applications to BETA received over the past few years. The class size 
limit is 28 and those students applying who are not already in the MACC program must meet the following criteria: 
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Considerations: 
 



Page 54 of 56 
 

Grade 10 portion of the Graduation Program (Grades 10-12) has the largest number of courses required for 
graduation.  They are: 

 
�ƒ Physical and Health 

Education 10  
�ƒ Science 10  

�ƒ Social Studies 10  
�ƒ Math 10  
�ƒ Language Arts 10  

 
While it may be possible to schedule all former BETA students into the same Math, Social Studies or Science 
class, it is probably not possible for the English 10 class, because there are 5 different options offered at Alpha 
at the Grade 10 level: 

 
�ƒ Eng. 10: Composition 
�ƒ Eng. 10: Creative Writing 
�ƒ Eng. 10: Film Studies 

�ƒ Eng. 10: New Media – Lab(a)-12.3 ( )]T New�ƒ�ƒ . –  
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�¾ “Consider offering programs of choice in south Burnaby.” 
  

�¾ “Programs are offered disproportionately; certain areas having the bulk of the programs while others 
having none.” 

 
�¾ “I highly appreciate programs of choice offered at Burnaby School District, but it would be great if they 

were more evenly distributed among schools and schools with easy access to public transport should 
have more programs of choice.” 

 
�¾ “The programs should be expanded so that families all across Burnaby will have access in their 

neighborhoods.” 
 

�¾ “Please have programs of choice available in different areas of Burnaby! Ie. Mandarin available only in 
North Burnaby.” 

 
�¾ “Nothing is offered in my community near Edmonds.”  

 
Staff Survey Comments: 

 
�¾ “Programs of choice help bring variety to schools. However- not all schools get choice programs and 

many are in North side schools, so South side school students do not have access or have limited 
access as they can't be taken to different programs due to transportation and before/after school care 
needs.” 

 
�¾ “We need more programs of choice like Challenge in south side schools so students here have the 

chance to get to them. Choice programs need to be more socio-economic and geographically fair for all 
students that could participate.”  
 

 

With Gratitude  

The information provided in this report is intended to support the Burnaby Board of Education and Senior Staff 
when making decisions regarding both existing Programs of Choice and any new program offerings that may be 
contemplated in the future.  
 
The reviewer would like to acknowledge and thank the many staff, students and parents who took part in the 
Burnaby School District’s Programs of Choice Review. The participants were open, honest, and welcoming. 
Despite the many pressures of a regular busy day in schools, to say nothing of the additional stress and 
restrictions imposed by the Covid 19 pandemic, each participant gave willingly of their time to ensure that a 
complete picture of their schools, their programs, their beliefs, and their thoughts were shared.  
 
I would also like to commend the school and district staff who work in all Burnaby schools for their obvious 
dedication to student success and wellness. This dedication was evident in my observations during the review 
and in their thoughtful responses and suggestions during our conversations and meetings. 
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